[Capillary microscopy in connective tissue diseases].
Based on the results of a capillary microscope study on 43 patients with connective tissue disorders, the characteristic morphological abnormalities observed in the capillaries of the nail fold are presented. A high correlation was found between the pattern of changes in the capillaries and the individual connective tissue diseases. The diagnostic and prognostic usefulness of this easily performed in vivo technique is discussed in particular with regard to patients with Raynaud's phenomenon.